District Councillor Report – March 2023

Levelling-up and Regeneration Bill: reforms to national planning policy consultation

[image: Diagram, text

Description automatically generated with medium confidence]We had our first joint SN and Broadland Council Policy Committee recently to look at the proposed response to the Levelling-up and Regeneration Bill: reforms to national planning policy consultation. 

On 22 December 2022, the Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities published this consultation which seeks views on Government’s proposed approach to updating to the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). 

This was a forty two page document which asked about a number of proposals but the main ones I hope will be agreed with are:

· No longer having to demonstrate a five-year land supply (as long as you have an up to date local plan).
· Getting rid of the 10% buffer that you have to have on top of the five-year land supply.
· Increasing the protection given to Neighbourhood Plans.
· Taking into account applications which have not been built out by developers.
· Encourage the delivery of more homes for the elderly.
· Taking applicant’s past behaviour into account when decision making.

Police

[image: A police officer talking to a person

Description automatically generated with medium confidence]We had Paul Sanford, Chief Constable come and give us a presentation which was very interesting.
He told us how policing has had to change so much in recent years, he understands that the public like to see Police more visually and he encourages Officers to “Park, Walk and Talk” but most crime now has Officers working behind closed doors as they are dealing with more fraud, which is often online from individuals who operate from abroad and the other crime which is still unfortunately the highest in the County is domestic abuse.
Speeding which he knows is what most people think is very high is actually not as bad as people think, it’s the usual thing that the minority spoil it for the majority who are safe drivers.
Norfolk is still one of the safest County’s in Britain and he is determined to keep it that way,

King’s Coronation
[image: ]
South Norfolk Council has established a new grant to support Town and Parish Council’s across the district to organise a celebratory event during the King’s Coronation Bank Holiday weekend of 6th to 8th May 2023.

The grant will be available to help towards the costs that may occur when organising King’s Coronation events for the community. Town and Parish Council’s are eligible to apply for the grant and must demonstrate the funds are to support the provision of an event for residents. 

Parish Council’s/Meeting’s will be able to apply for a £200 grant.

Planning:

The links below will take you to two “You Tube” videos of Phil Courtier, Director of Place explaining about Nutrient Neutrality and how the Planning system works in an easy to understand presentation.

Planning: https://youtu.be/ih_bMKX65AE
Nutrient Neutrality: https://youtu.be/zfu2Pz9frwY

Voter ID:
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Description automatically generated]I have attached a document which lists Q&A from a LGA Webinar on voter ID.



Trowse Parking Scheme:
[image: ]
I’m pleased we have finally got a date for when the Trowse Parking Scheme is going out to advert.

Friday 21st April until Tuesday 16th May

Business Awards:
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Description automatically generated]South Norfolk and Broadland Councils held the 2023 Business Awards last week at “Top of the Terrace” Carrow Road.
This was an excellent event with over 300 people in attendance celebrating our independent businesses in the two Districts.


Long Stratton by-pass:
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Description automatically generated]On Wednesday last week the Planning Committee approved the Long Stratton housing scheme and finally the long awaited by-pass!

The by-pass is planned to start being constructed in April 2024 and should be finished in the Autumn of 2025.





Help Hub:

[image: A picture containing text, clipart

Description automatically generated]I have attached another link to a video which tells you a little bit more about what services the Help Hub at the Council offers.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SR1Nh5IKb7A


Mindful Towns/Villages:




I mentioned at the last meeting how villages can become a “Mindful Village”.
I have attached a flow diagram in my written report which shows how this can be achieved once again with the support of our Help Hub.
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FAQ from webinar on Voter ID.pdf
FAQs on voter identification and awareness-raising
webinar

The below questions have been taken from the Q&A at the LGA webinar
on voter identification.

Accurate as of 1 March 2023

Acceptable ID

What documents are acceptable for voting at polling stations?

The list of acceptable official documents can be found on the Electoral Commission’s
voter ID webpage. The list includes international travel documents, driving and
parking documents, local travel documents, any identity card bearing a Proof of Age
Standards Scheme hologram and other government issues documents set out in
legislation. Be aware not all PASS cards are individually listed, but PASS cards are
accepted.

The name on the ID must match the name you used to register to vote or you can
produce evidence (such as a marriage certificate) to demonstrate a name change,
and the photo must be a good likeness of you.

Does the identification need to be in date?

Voters can still use their photo ID if it’s out of date, as long as it looks like them and
the name on the ID is the same as the one they used to register to vote, or they can
produce evidence (such as a marriage certificate) to demonstrate a name change.

Why are some photographic ID’s not being accepted as voter ID?

Some forms of photographic identification were ruled out as acceptable voter ID
because they did not satisfy the criteria for security. For example, work and student
passes and some railcards, such as the 18+ Oyster card. This is because they do
not have sufficiently secure application processes compared to other ID’s, such as
the 60+ Oyster card, which has a more rigorous process. However, NUS Totum+
student card is being accepted and any accredited PASS card bearing the PASS
hologram are acceptable.

In addition, photocopies or pictures of identification saved on mobile phones will not
be accepted as they are not the original ‘document’ as set out by the law, and as
photo-editing software could be used to edit them with ease.



https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/i-am-a/voter/voter-id/accepted-forms-photo-id



Will voters be able to vote at polling stations if they don’t bring an acceptable
ID?

It is now a legal requirement to bring one of these forms of identification to be issued
a ballot. Voters who attend the polling station with accepted ID will not be issued a
ballot. However, they have the option of returning later with appropriate ID to vote.

What if the voter is known to polling staff, but don’t bring acceptable ID?

It is now a legal requirement to bring one of these forms of identification to be issued
a ballot. Polling staff will not be able to issue the ballot without first assessing identity
using one of the prescribed forms of identification.

Voter authority certificates

Who needs a voter authority certificate?

Voters who have identification from the accepted list of ID documents that is a good
likeness and bears the same name they used to register to vote (or where they have
evidence of a name change, such as a marriage certificate) should not need to apply
for a Voter Authority Certificate (VAC). If not, they can apply for a free Voter
Authority Certificate to allow them to vote in person at the polling station.

How do voters apply for a voter authority certificate?

Voters can apply for a VAC through an online portal or by requesting a paper
application from their local authority. They will need to already be registered to vote
in the area, provide a recent photo of themselves and provide their national
insurance number (or other information to allow for identity verification if they do not
have their NINO).

How long will a voter authority certificate last for? And where are they valid?

Voter authority certificates are designed for use at polling stations only, but they will
be valid at any polling station in Great Britain. They do not expire, but voters should
remember to reapply with a new picture if the image on the certificate stops being a
good likeness and the indicative timeframe for this is 10 years.

How many people have applied for the voter authority certificate?

Anyone can follow how many people have applied for a VAC through the
Governments online dashboard of application data.




https://www.gov.uk/apply-for-photo-id-voter-authority-certificate

https://voter-authority-certificate.service.gov.uk/performance



How many people do we expect to apply for the voter authority certificate?

According to Cabinet Office research in 2021, 98 per cent of the respondents had
access to photo identification. So, it is anticipated that 2 per cent of eligible electors
will not have access to photo ID. However, not everyone votes and others choose to
vote via absent vote (and so do not need to produce ID) and so the number of VAC
applications may not be as high as 2 per cent of the population who are eligible to
vote.

Temporary voter authority certificates

What is the deadline for applying for a temporary voter authority certificate?

You cannot apply for a Temporary VAC — if the ERO thinks that the substantive VAC
which has been issued will not be delivered to the applicant in time for them to vote
in a pending poll, the ERO can decide to issue a Temporary VAC. This may be on
the basis that it has not been received or that the ERO knows there are delivery
issues.

However, an ERO can only issue a Temporary VAC where the applications was
received before the deadline ahead of a pending poll (5pm on the sixth working day
before the day of poll) and the substantive VAC was issued after that deadline and
before 5pm on Polling day.

Where an application was both received and issued ahead of the deadline, the ERO
cannot issue a Temporary VAC and an applicant would need to use an emergency
proxy appointment in the event of non-delivery. Applications to appoint an
emergency proxy can be made up to 5pm on polling day.

Who is allowed to sign a temporary voter authority certificate?

The temporary Certificate will be signed in order to validate it and protect against
fraud. An ERO or their agent can sign a Temporary VAC. Their ‘agent’ is anyone
they appoint for this purpose but will likely be an officer of the local authority (or, in
Scotland, authorities) they act as ERO for.

Will electoral registration officers have to wet sign all temporary voter
authority certificates? Or can the signature be electronic?

The law envisages a wet ink signature.

If someone requests a temporary VAC on polling day, will they collect it from
council or the polling station?

It is for the ERO to set the collection point.



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/voter-identification-photographic-id-ownership-in-great-britain



Anonymous voters

What is the approximate percentage of anonymous voters who usually vote?

This data is not collated.

Voter ID at polling stations

Will presiding officers in polling stations record how many voters are refused
the ballot because they do not have acceptable ID and how many return to
vote later with appropriate ID?

Yes, presiding officers will be required to fill in the VID Evaluation Form to support
the statutory evaluation of the voter ID policy at the first local election and the first
two parliamentary general elections. After these elections, only the number of people
refused a ballot will be collected.

Has any research been done to see how the voter ID requirement will affect
how long it take to vote in polling stations?

No research has been carried out to assess how the voter ID requirement will affect
how long it takes to vote in polling stations. This may however be looked into as part
of the evaluation.

Funding provision of an additional poll clerk to deal with the identification
requirement has been included for the first year of rollout and in subsequent General
Election years.

Will there be guidance for polling staff and examples around the types of voter
ID that is acceptable?

Yes — the Electoral Commission has produced guidance, including its Polling Station
Handbook, and the AEA is also providing training on Voter ID to administrators. ROs
will need to ensure that their polling station staff are effectively trained and prepared.

Postal and proxy voting

Do voters need voter identification to vote by post?

The new voter ID requirements are designed for in-person voting online. However, if
voters use a proxy to vote, the prosy will need to bring their own identification —
rather than the ID of the person they are voting on behalf of. Postal voters do not
need to provide identification.





If voters take a postal vote to the polling station, do they need to bring
identification?

No, voters bringing a postal into a polling station will not need to provide voter
identification as the law was written in relation to who can be issued a ballot paper
and vote in-person at a polling station.

Awareness-raising materials

How is the Electoral Commission letting residents know about voter ID
requirements?

In early January, the Electoral Commission launched a national campaign to make
voters aware of the new ID requirements. The campaign aims to make voters aware
that they need to bring ID, inform them about acceptable forms of ID and direct them
to apply for free voter ID if they do not possible approved ID.

The campaign will take place in two phases. The first is a mass awareness phase

targeting all adults in England for six weeks from 8 January. The second phase is

about local urgency and will target adults in areas with elections this year and will

take place in four concentrated bursts, one every two weeks between 26 February
and 4 May.

Local awareness raising efforts will also be key and the Electoral Commission has
produced a range of general and targeted resource packs, including packs in a
range of languages.

Where can | find the awareness-raising materials?

The Electoral Commission has produced a range of new awareness-raising
materials, including partnership packs for councils and tailored to particular client
groups who are believed to be less likely to have photo identification.

You can access their resources on their Voter ID campaign webpage.

What if | need a different translation of the resources?

The Electoral Commission will consider requests for additional translations on a case
by case basis. If there is a particular language you think the Commission should
include, please contact partners@electoralcommission.org.uk.

What about British Sign Language resources?

The Electoral Commission has worked in partnership with the British Deaf
Association to produce BSL videos.



https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/i-am-a/voter/voter-id

mailto:partners@electoralcommission.org.uk

https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/media/9794



Will there be an easy read guide on applying for the voter authority certificate?

The Electoral Commission has worked in partnership with Mencap to produce
information for voters in easy read.

Will there be specific resources aimed at people who are not yet registered to
vote?

The Electoral Commission has produced voter booklets for a range of audiences —
for example people experiencing homelessness, and Gypsy, Roma and Traveller
communities. Each voter booklet provides comprehensive information about how to
register to vote, alongside information on new voter ID requirements. The
Commission is working in partnership with civil society organisations to share
information resources with under-registered groups, and would encourage local
councils to disseminate these resources to known organisations who can help
support people to register at the local level.

What support with awareness-raising will be available for areas that don’t have
elections this year? Or for by-elections after May 20237

Many of the resources developed by the Electoral Commission can be used in areas
which aren’t holding elections in May 2023. The Electoral Commission will also
consider requests from local councils to adapt existing resources for this purpose.

The Commission will support local councils throughout Great Britain to raise
awareness of voter ID requirements in areas where UK Parliament by-elections take
place after 4 May. The Commission is currently developing information resources
specifically for local councils required to hold by-elections. The Commission will work
closely with affected local councils, and is likely to invest in paid advertising at the
local level to raise awareness.

The Commission will run a mass awareness advertising campaign ahead of the next
UK Parliament general election, and ahead of future scheduled elections in Great
Britain.

Will there be a 16:9 aspect ration image available as part of the campaign
materials?

The TV advert has been produced in 16:9 aspect ratio and is currently being
broadcast on TV and Video On Demand. The Commission doesn’t usually make the
16:9 version of its adverts available, but please contact
partners@electoralcommission.org.uk if you'd like to discuss.




https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/media/9753?utm_source=all&utm_medium=partner_pack&utm_campaign=voter_ID&utm_content=voter_booklet_easy_read

mailto:partners@electoralcommission.org.uk



Will there be another awareness-raising phase after May 20237

The Commission will run a mass awareness advertising campaign ahead of the next

UK Parliament general election, and ahead of future scheduled elections in Great
Britain.
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Mindful Towns flow diagram.pdf
Local residents’and businesses trained
to be Mental Health Champions through

NSFE.T and Thriving Workplaces

Communities can

shape how they want

to support mental health
at a local level with
assistance from the
Communities Team

shops,
pubs and community groups
became safe spaces for people to

talk to about their mental

wellbeing

Where it is identified that an
individual may need more support
with their mental wellbeing, they
can be referred into the Help Hub
for more specialist support
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