District Councillor Report – September 2023

Solar Together:

[image: Solar panels on the roof of a house

Description automatically generated]Broadland and South Norfolk Councils are offering residents the chance to be part of a scheme to help make it easier for homeowners and small businesses to buy solar panels for generating energy.
The councils, along with other councils in Norfolk, have once again partnered with bulk buying specialist iChoosr to set up Solar Together Norfolk, which is a group-buying scheme where the more people and businesses who join, the better the price should be of the installation.
Register by 27 October, 2023, and then pre-vetted UK solar PV installers will participate in an auction. They are able to offer competitive pricing as the volume and geographic concentration makes it possible for them to realise greater efficiencies, which they pass on with lower prices for installations.
Pride in Place Grants:

We have just opened up round two of the above grant scheme.

Following a successful round one scheme we still have some funding left for feasibility and revenue which is what is available in this second round.



	

Nutrient Neutrality:


[image: A pipe pouring water into a river

Description automatically generated]After receiving an announcement that the Government had finally decided to try and deal with NN so that LPA’s could finally release planning decisions and get house building back up and running, it was disappointing that the House of Lords blocked it.


NPPF:
[image: A document with a coat of arms and two lions

Description automatically generated]
We received a welcome letter from The Secretary of State advising of their proposal to remove the 5yr land supply, as long as LPA’s have an up to date Local Plan.
SNC have this so we will benefit from this, as we don’t currently have a 5yr land supply due to NN we have been receiving speculative applications from developers in areas outside the NN catchment area, which are more difficult to refuse as we don’t have our 5yr land supply.


Riparian owner:

[image: ]

I have also attached a leaflet below and a link to the Norfolk Strategic Flooding Alliance.


	Norfolk Strategic Flooding Alliance - Norfolk County Council

To report flooding: 
Flooding Hotline call 0344 800 8013 to report flooding anywhere in Norfolk or email:  water.management@norfolk.gov.uk
New South Norfolk MP:


[image: ]Yesterday I sat on a panel of 13 who interviewed six shortlisted candidates to stand as the next South Norfolk MP.
Three were then selected to attend the evening session where Members of the SNCA could ask them any questions they wanted.

After a secret vote Poppy Simister-Thomas was selected to stand.


Powerpoint  Pride in Place  & T&P Summit_14.09.23.pdf


Pride in Place 


Community Fund 


Update


Round 2 & Round 3
14.09.2023







Round One: Pride in Place Community Grant







Round Two: Pride in Place Community Grant


We received 23 (including three Districts-wide) applications for Round 2 and 
funding will be granted to: 


Acle - Feasibility - To complete a professional feasibility study- looking at the 
proposed project to develop a new community sports and leisure hub at Acle 
Academy
Blofield & Rackheath - Feasibility study (including demand and need analysis and 
revenue projections) relating to proposed new community centre development in 
Blofield, and the improvement/expansion of existing community facilities in 
Rackheath
Wortwell - Feasibility study for the energy-related sustainability of the community 
centre
Newton Flotman - Smockmill - Feasibility study to create a new permissive footpath 
over the meadows and crossing the River Tas 
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Diss - Beacon - Foundation and landscaping, centre feature around beacon, paving, 
seating, history boards, time capsule and launch event costs
Pulham - Memorial Hall - To renovate the grounds surrounding the hall and enhance 
the outside space as the central hub of the village. Advertise the new areas over 
social media platforms and website, and put on regular free events such as coffee 
mornings to encourage community cohesion and support
Ditchingham - Running Centre - Create a covered training area to enable more 
inclusivity and access for all members of the community 


Swardeston - Village Hall - Repair / replace village hall roof 
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Horstead and Stanninghall – A partnership between the Horstead with Stanninghall
Parish Council and the Horstead Centre for the provision of a series of seasonal and 
free-to attend environmental community events
Rackheath - Social Moments - Pilot project "Recipe for Success." A 12-month pilot 
initiative, in partnership with Rackheath Primary School, aiming to increase 
community cohesion and support for vulnerable families through cooking workshops
District Wide - Outreach Vehicle - The running and maintenance costs of the new 
Outreach Vehicle; a mobile studio space that will provide Help Hub services on 
demand and in any area of our Districts
Wymondham - Heritage Trail - Creation of physical heritage walking trail for all ages 
in historic market town of Wymondham
Long Stratton - Youth Worker to provide positive activities and reduce ASB which 
will be ongoingly funded by the Town Council







Investment Priority 1: Community and Place


The Community and Place priority area has 3 work streams, each one focusing on a specific intervention:


Broadland


2024 - 2025


Capital Revenue Feasibility 


£166,984 £101,818 £71,600


£340,402


South Norfolk


2024 - 2025


Capital Revenue Feasibility 


£199,741 £111,645 £68,000


£379,386


Round 3
• Will open in November (3 months to work on applications)
• Assessments will be in February for spending from April to December 2024 







Summit
Town and Parish Council Forum
November 9th 
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Where: Horizon Centre


When: Thursday November 9th


Time: 9:30am to 12:30pm


Programme will include:


• District’s Strategy Presentation


• Local Govt update


• Training on building a volunteer-base and the recruitment of new T&P Councillors


• Answers to FAQs 


• Recycling campaign


Space is limited due to Horizon Centre Capacity







Survey
Pride in Place process


What are your FAQs to the District?
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House A Is responsible Tor the all ot
the watercourse running through their
garden.

House B is responsible for the
watercourse behind the fence at the
bottom of their garden.

House C is responsible for the
watercourse behind the fence AND the
pond.

House D is responsible for the

culverted (piped) watercourse buried
in the ditch in front of their land AND
the underground pipe which runs
beneath their property to the pond.
House E is responsible for the open
ditch in front of their house AND the
piped section under their access
bridge.

House F is responsible for the

watercourse at the end of their garden
behind their hedge.

Landowner G is responsible for both
the watercourses running along the edges of
their land AND the pond.
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GREEN WASTE AND  SURFACE WATER.docx


GREEN WASTE AND SURFACE WATER.docx
[bookmark: _Hlk141264142]GREEN WASTE TIPPING AND SURFACE WATER



[bookmark: _Hlk141266259]Surface water flooding is what happens when there is too much rain for the drains and the streets fill with water. This doesn’t sound that threatening. Gene Kelly danced through a minor surface water flood in Singing In The Rain. Who doesn’t love that?

[bookmark: _Hlk141264246]Why It Matters: Surface Water Flooding -  A Real Growing Threat. 

But the reality of surface water flooding is not nearly as cheerful as the movie. It is a real and growing threat – to life, to property, to the economy, to the country.

[bookmark: _Hlk141264290]Surface water flooding is a risk because of its reach. Of all the flood risks to which our rainy island is subject - from coasts, rivers, groundwater, sewers and surface water – it is surface water flooding which threatens more people and properties than any other form of flood risk. Over 3 million properties in England are at risk of surface water flooding.    Surface water flooding is a risk because people don’t know it is a risk.

Part of this is about Sustainable Drainage Systems.  If we are to tackle the surface water flooding issues, the education starts in public awareness. If people know they are at risk they are more likely to do something about it, knowing what the risks are, where they will come from, and what you can do to help yourselves and your neighbours from future risk.

Blocked Watercourses, Ditches and Open Drains.

The dumping of green waste such as lawn and hedge clippings can lead to the blocking of drainage systems; directly through the build-up of plant debris, and indirectly through the spread of invasive plants, reducing and or changing the flow of waterways. This change in flow, including path and velocity, can alter hydrological cycles, affecting frequency and intensity of floods.  Dumped garden waste can add high levels of sediments, causing water levels to rise.    

[image: A fence next to a stream
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[bookmark: _Hlk141265932]Fly-tipping is a serious issue and does not just mean household waste but includes green/garden waste too.

There is so much information available regarding the effects of dumping garden waste, much of it can be found here: Garden waste dumping - Wikipedia

These can have huge impacts on the local environment by:

· Causing Pollution

· Blocking Watercourses

· Surface Water Flooding

· Possible Danger to Public Health

· Hazardous to Wildlife an Habitats 

· [bookmark: _Hlk141273662]Imposes a growing burden on the Tax Payer.

· (PAYING TWICE TO COVER COSTS; AT THE LOCAL TIP AND COVERING COSTS FOR COUNCILS TO CLEAR DUMPED WASTE!)

[bookmark: _Hlk141271532]

[image: A yellow sign with black text

Description automatically generated]Fly-Tipping – Is A Criminal Offence Under Section 33 Of The Environmental Protection Act 1990. 

Offenders can be given a £400 Fixed Penalty Notice (FPN) for small scale fly tipping or face an unlimited fine and or up to 6 months imprisonment, for larger scale and repeat offences.     

A fixed penalty notice (FPN) is a fine issued instead of prosecution in court. If you receive one and choose NOT to pay it, you could be prosecuted and may have to pay a much larger fine as well as court costs.

We may issue the FPN when a householder/occupier appears to have failed to comply with their duty of care under section 34(2A) of the Environmental Protection Act 1990 in England.  For example: Where fly-tipped waste can be traced back to a householder/occupier who is found to have failed to take reasonable steps to ensure that they transferred the waste to an authorised person or site.  The use of these penalties will focus on those who cause genuine harm to the local environment by not meeting their duty of care

Where there is more than one household that are contributing to the issue of fly tipping, an educational approach seems the best course of action. 

[bookmark: _Hlk141267934]Ditches and The Law.

The common law imposes a duty on the occupier of the land adjoining the highway to clean ditches, drains etc which are necessary for draining the highway.  There are two categories of ditches that run alongside the highway:

· Those provided and maintained by the Highway Authority for the sole purpose of draining the highway.

· Those existing for the purposes of land drainage and which are privately maintained.

Where a ditch is used jointly for highway water and land drainage then the law presumes that the adjoining landowner is responsible for the maintenance unless there is conclusive proof to the contrary.

[bookmark: _Hlk141267063]The Effects of Illegal Dumping On the Environment

If plant matter gets into waterways it can create reduced oxygen levels through the process of decomposition of green waste such as lawn clippings. This directly upsets the quality of water, affecting fish and aquatic wildlife.[13] 

1.     Wildlife Disruption.  Illegal dumping can endanger the lives of animals. They can become ill after ingesting waste or get stuck in the construction debris, exposing them to predators. Non-native wildlife may also get attracted due to large piles waste, such as rats and nesting mosquitoes. Moreover, if the waste somehow ends up in a water source, fish could ingest toxic matter.

2.     Soil and Water Contamination.  When extensive waste accumulates in a single place, there are threats to the water quality and nearby soil. Unlike regulated landfills that protect the surrounding areas from contamination, illegal dumping sites are not equipped with similar systems. As a result, the runoff from hazardous waste goes into rivers, streams, and most worryingly, sources of drinking water. These chemicals mix with the soil and cause an area’s land to become infertile. It also hastens the growth of invasive vegetation known for being immune to chemicals. As chemicals make way into the vegetation, they can have adverse effects on food supply.

[bookmark: _Hlk141271858]3.      Blocking watercourses will reduce the flow of water and may lead cause flooding to highways and other landowners’ property.  If this is proven, you may have to pay for damages and repairs.  

4.    Let water flow naturally.  Waste that has been illegally dumped into a watercourse will cause blockages.  Overgrown vegetation, fallen trees or overhanging branches will add to the effects from your watercourse. 

[bookmark: _Hlk141268041]You should however, cut back offending trees and shrubs on the banks if they are causing an obstruction.   Leave all other trees, branches and shrubs and keep them well maintained and tidy - they can help prevent flooding by varying the shape and reduce the flow of the channel and reduce soil erosion whilst providing homes for wildlife and habitat corridors.  

Work on Ditches.  

[bookmark: _Hlk141267377]Ditches should be cleared and the depth maintained as necessary to ensure that the efficiency of the system is not impaired.  Any excavated material must be removed from the vicinity of the ditch so that it is not washed, or pushed back in.

Ditches and Watercourses.

Ditches or watercourses are the responsibility of landowners (often called riparian owners).  Roadside ditches normally belong to the adjoining landowner and not the highway authority, except where land has been acquired for new road building. The highway authority can discharge highway water to a roadside ditch and may maintain it but is under no obligation to do so.

Landowners may drain their land to any ditch or watercourse on the property. They have a duty to maintain their ditches or watercourses in such a way that nuisance is not caused to neighbours.

 The County Council's Flood Risk Management Team and the Environment Agency will be able to provide further advice on land drainage issues. 

[bookmark: _Hlk141272013] More information on water course responsibilities and our role in regulating these systems can be found in our Flood Risk Management pages and Living on the Edge - Environment Agency (west-lindsey.gov.uk)

If drainage ditches become blocked with overgrowth or waste (or because of earth being moved into them by passing vehicles) this can reduce their effectiveness and in turn prevent gullies, runnels and outfall pipes from working, which results in standing water on the road surface, in your gardens and driveways. 

If drainage ditches become blocked with overgrowth or waste (or because of earth being moved into them by passing vehicles) this can reduce their effectiveness and in turn prevent gullies, runnels and outfall pipes from working, which results in standing water on the road surface, in your gardens and driveways.  

This can give the appearance of a blocked gulley as the system is unable to drain water away through its outfall.
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Round 2 - Pride in Place Community Grant Guidance.pdf


 
 


 


Pride in Place Community Grant Guidance: Round 2 
 


Introduction 


Broadland and South Norfolk Councils have created a Pride in Place Community Grant, with funding 


from the UK Shared Prosperity Fund, released by the government in 2022. The Pride in Place 


programme has two overall objectives:   


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Following on from a successful Round 1 of applications, that enabled us to fund exciting capital 


projects across the districts and feasibility studies to understand the needs of the communities, the 


councils are now able to open up the scheme for second-round applications. Through the Pride in 


Place workstream it has been highlighted that community involvement in decision making in local 


regeneration is key. Grants are therefore available for eligible organisations to improve community 


cohesion and engagement and understand local needs to develop appropriate community facilities.  


As part of the UK Shared Prosperity Fund programme there are a range of outputs and outcomes 


that the councils have agreed to achieve when spending this funding, therefore when writing your 


application please take these into account and include how your project will meet these outcomes 


and outputs.  


Grants available:  


• Revenue funding: This grant supports the investment in bringing communities together to 


create a greater sense of pride in place. This could be to address a specific challenge or to 


take up an opportunity. We encourage applications with wide engagement and ongoing 


community benefit, for example the offer of positive activities, and the creation of 


volunteering opportunities. Within your application we would like to know what match 


funding is available to support your project. Volunteer costs can be included. 


Please note we are not able to support applicant’s core running or staffing costs (i.e. existing 


staff) but will consider essential project delivery requirements such as training.  


Possible project examples: 


o Addressing an issue of antisocial behaviour through providing positive activities for 


young people.  


o Building community cohesion in places where there have been large scale residential 


developments through community events.  


o Funding to provide support to local volunteer groups. 


 


Outcome: 


Improved engagement numbers 


• Strengthening our social fabric and fostering a sense of local pride and belonging, through 


investment in activities that enhance physical, cultural and social ties and access to 


amenities, such as community infrastructure and local green space, and community-led 


projects. 


• Building resilient, healthy and safe neighbourhoods, through investment in quality places that 


people want to live, work, play and learn in, through targeted improvements to the built and 


natural environment or innovative approaches to crime prevention. 
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Outputs:  


Number of local events or activities supported 


Number of volunteering opportunities supported 


Number of people reached  


 


• Feasibility funding: Funding is available to help improve understanding of local needs and 


develop future community and green infrastructure projects.  This grant can be used to 


cover the full cost of a feasibility study, although we would encourage an element of 


matched funding with your application.  


o Feasibility study to understand the viability of a proposed multi-sport site. 


o Feasibility study relating to proposed new community centre developments. 


o Feasibility study to determine the viability and options of land for a green structure 


project. 


 


Outcome: 


Increased number of projects arising from funded 
feasibility studies 


 


• Capital funding: There is a limited amount of capital funding in Round 2, available to 


South Norfolk organisations (a total of £35,520), as Broadland District Council funds are 


already committed for 2023-2024. Grants are available to cover 50% of the total cost of a 


project, up to £25,000 will be available for investment in capacity building and infrastructure 


support for local civil society and community groups. Funding is available towards the cost 


of new or improved community facilities.  


 


o Funding towards the Improvement work to an existing village hall.  


o Funding towards a new community sports pitch.  


o Funding towards a green infrastructure project. 


 


Outcomes: 


Improved engagement numbers 


Number of new or improved community facilities as a 
result of support 


Output:  


Number of facilities supported or created 


 


Additional Information:  


1. Funding is competitive: This means grants will not automatically be awarded to all 


applicants. Applications will be considered on their individual merits. We may not have the 


funds to support all approvable applications. If so, we will offer funding to those scoring 


highest in a clear and transparent appraisal process.  


 
2. You will need to submit evidence to support your application including:  


• Research to show there is a real need and demand for the proposed project. 


• Evidence of match funding for example an offer of funding (letter) or bank statement for 


“own funds.” 


• Evidence that the project is sustainable, for example the ongoing benefit to the community 


or how ongoing revenue costs will be covered. 
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• Evidence that all relevant permissions have been approved e.g. planning permission, 


landlord agreement. Please note we are not able to provide funding towards statutory 


requirements.  


• For any expenditure over £2,500, three comparable quotes are needed for each item of 


expenditure. Each quote much be based on the same specification, for example using the 


same materials and measurements. In instances where a member of staff is being 


recruited, we will require evidence of this process, including evidence of the advert, 


recruitment process, contract etc.  


 
3. Application Timeline:  


• Round 2 open to applications - 07 June 2023 


• Round 2 closing date – 28 July 2023 


• Decision on applications – last week of August 2023 


 
4. Please note:  
• We will not be able to cover any costs that have been incurred before a grant offer is made. 
• We will not support any activities promoting religious or political beliefs, nor projects which 


discriminate against protected characteristics including race, religion, disability, gender, or 
sexual orientation.  


• Projects must commence within six months of grant approval and complete no later than 31 
December 2024.  


• Grant payments will be made in arrears. You must provide evidence that contracted outputs 
have been delivered and the items have been paid for in full before you submit a grant 
claim. This will require evidence of expenditure, through the supply of invoices and receipts.  


• VAT will not be included in grant offers unless this cannot be recovered by the organisation. 
• Projects must complete a quarterly update report outlining progress against agreed 


milestones. Where schemes do not proceed or are at risk of not being delivered within 
agreed time frames, the grant offer will be withdrawn. Funds cannot be transferred to 
another project. 
 


 
Future applications:   
 
A further funding round will open in November 2023, for 2024-2025 funding. Capital, revenue and 
feasibility funding will be available across both authority areas. Projects will be expected to 
commence on 1st April 2024. Projects must complete no later than 31 December 2024.  
 
 
For further information or enquiries please email: 
 
prideinplace@southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk  
 
or call Andy Sexton on 01508.535348 



mailto:prideinplace@southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk
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Powerpoint  Pride in  Place  & T&P Summit_14.09.23.pdf


